
The Mennonite Centre Heritage Club presents… 

In	His	Own	Words:	How	Paul	Penner	Came	to	Canada	

	
Just	 months	 before	 Paul	 Penner	 passed	 away	 in	 2013,	 he	 was	

interviewed	by	a	university	student	about	his	life	in	Chortitza,	Russia,	and	
his	 event-filled	 departure	 from	 that	 Mennonite	 town	 in	 1941,	 with	 a	
sojourn	in	Poland	and	Germany	before	his	arrival	in	Canada	in	1948.	We	
will	 listen	 to	 the	 audio	 recording	 of	 his	 story	 and	 hear	 some	 excerpts	
from	his	memoir	.		

Paul,	 a	 buyer	 for	 Sears	 at	 its	 head	 office	 in	 Toronto,	 is	 best	
remembered	at	St.	Clair	O-Connor	as	the	volunteer	manager	of	the		Ten	
Thousand	Villages	store	for	many	years.		
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